
June 27, 2021 
Wis 1:13-15, 2:23-24; 2 Cor 8:7,9,13-15; Mk 5:21-43 (Long) 

 It should be clear from what Jesus has been saying over the last few weeks that He cares 

for us.  Last week we saw a practical demonstration of that caring when Jesus calls the storm - 

showing both his deep care for us, and also his power and his ability to take us safely through the 

storms of life.  Today it gets even more gritty and personal; we see the unique story of a healing 

within a healing.  Jesus is on his way to save a little girl from dying, and on the way heals 

someone else - he will not be stopped in his mission to save the little girl, and he will not refuse 

to help another on the way.  In this story Jesus is doing something, he is pointing to something 

else, and he is demonstrating something for us. 

 First, he is doing something.  He is healing.  In the story, a woman who had a disease that 

was considered hopeless buy the doctors is cured, and a little girl whose illness was even more 

hopeless (because it had already killed her) were both healed.  Jesus does acts of love and mercy.  

He is sensitive to the pain of the parent who is afraid to loose his child, and he is patient with the 

woman who basically accosts him to extract healing.  He lovingly gives a gift of that healing that 

the woman tried to steal from him.  He doesn’t turn away from helping the girl when he has been 

told that it was impossible, or after he is mocked and made fun of.   

 Second, he points to something.  When Jesus heals he always has another message that he  

is trying to give.   In some ways, it is the same one that he gave when he calmed the storm - he is 

God, he has power over all that frightens us, he has power over life and death.  By showing he is 

not afraid, he lets us know what an ally we have in the powerful and fearless God who has come 

to dwell with us.  By showing his power over life and death he means to say that his power over 

life and death is not just limited to the life and death of the body - but also the life and death of 

the soul.   He has power in the most hopeless of situations - and one needs only to reach out to 

him in faith as the woman with the hemorrhage did to take advantage of the gift that he wishes to 

give.  That gift may be what we were looking for in the moment (as it was with he woman), or it 

may be something we did not expect (as with the girl).  

 Finally, he demonstrates for us.   We are meant to be joined so deeply with Jesus that we 

become the parts of his body in this world.   Everything he is doing is a demonstration.  To go 



promptly when another is in need like he does when going to the girl.  To not be upset if 

someone else needs something and asks of us - but to give to them generously.  To not give up 

helping even when it seems impossible, or when people mock us or laugh at us for our efforts.  

He demonstrates what it is to be Christ in the world, he demonstrates what it is to be his own 

presence in the world, he paints a picture of who we are meant to be as his followers. 

 You may say: “well I can get that he is God and that is why he can do all those amazing 

things, but what about me”?  The more we let the Eucharist transform us into his body, the more 

we will be able to do things as his body.  The more we will have the courage to help others who 

call upon us, the more we will not be annoyed when someone asks something from us and think 

we are too busy (imaging if Jesus said “yeah woman with the hemorrhage, I actually am about to 

raise the dead - kinda busy here - can you come back another time”).  The more we allow the 

touch of Jesus and the power of the Spirit soak into us while we are here at Mass (in his presence 

in a unique way) then the more we will find that we have a calmness to approach situations of 

apparent hopelessness, knowing that the guy who calms storms, cures the incurable, and raises 

the dead can do something.  Letting ourselves be transformed into his body in the Eucharist 

allows his own healing and miraculous powers to work through us for the benefit of others. 

 If you doubt this last claim, let me share with you an exchange I had with a young man 

who was experiencing some very difficult life situations.  We had been speaking, I offered time 

and support and advice, but the direct power of Jesus was needed.  So I offered Mass for him 

while I was on retreat last week - he didn’t know this. The next day he texted: “I woke up today 

as I always do but I did not feel the same.  When I woke I did not have heavy heart.  I had no 

more anger, no more depression.  And something told me I’ll be ok now.”  I responded by 

pointing to Jesus’ intervention and suggesting that he thank God.  In this case God’s power did 

not remove the whole situation, but mysteriously gave this young man the ability to cope. We 

may not know why God did one thing and not another - but someday we’ll understand.  If we are 

open, Jesus may let us step into his shoes and work though us - and something miraculous may 

happen.  By the power of this Eucharist we will celebrate, we become more closely united to 

Jesus and such miraculous things can happen.  They happen when we resolve to do what Jesus 

did, when we point others to the same things about himself that Jesus points to in the Gospel, and 

when we live and serve others as he himself has demonstrated.


